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INTRODUCTION

This Cultural Landscape Catzlog provides a preliminary analysis and evaluation of the historic landscape at Munson
Valley in Crater Lake National Park. The purpose of the Catalog is o wentify and evaluate histone landscape
resources, and based on that evaluation, develop preliminary guidelines and recommendations for presenvation,
rehabalitation, maintenance, and interpretation of those resources. This document s a technical supplement and
does not replace a standard cultural landscape report, Additional work will be required prior (o implementation of
.'.'|1|:|.'5|!_:||.' recommendalions and /o tll;sig;n condepls, Halh the [:aln.h:g amnd fuliire |!||:4'|jn|.'-|:Lh tl:‘.ullin.a_ from the
Catalog's programmalic infarmation will receive review from .a]a-pr-::lpri.a[: leseal, state and federal emtitics.

Froject boundarics are based prmanly on the Munson Valley Historic Disirict boundarics, vet are drawn (o reflect
the physiographic characienstic defimng the district.  When the ficld inventory occurred, the emploves cabins al
Siecpy Hollow had been demolushed and new quariers were being constructed al the site, Due to the loss of
historic wntegrity the arca wai considered non-contributing to the extant histonc district and was nof included in this
project. However, the aew development af Sleepy Hollow contains design elements and charactenstics based on
historic precedent; future preservation wark for Munson Valley may include the area as part of the project
boundary, The Castle Crest Wildflower Trail, as a designed landscape, 1= significant for its assocation with the Park
Headguaricrs arca and National Park Service interpretive programs of the mid-1920s 1o the mid-1930s. Located
adjacent (o the study arca, access (o the trail begins at the cast boundary of the historic district and projec
boundary, Preliminary documentation of the trail as a cultwral landscape is included in the appendix of this report,

This document was developed ia the Pacific Morthwest Regional Office by the Cultural Resources Division,
Freviows documenis prepared for the park addressing historic resources al Munson Valley include: Historig
Eesource Study, Craier Lake National Park, 1984; Munson Valley's Designed Landscaps, 1990; and The Rustic
Landscape of Rim Village, 1927-1941, Crater Lake National Park, 19940,




IDENTIFICATION

MAMES ACCESS
COMMON: Park Headquarters X YES--Unrestricted
HISTORIC: Govermment Camp X YES--Restricted: Residential /Maintenance

__NO ACCESS
LANDSCAPE TYPE

HISTORIC; Administrative /Residential/ OWNERSHIP
Maintenance Area & Public

CURRENT: Administrative/Residential/ __Private
Mainlenance Area Both

LOCATION NATIONAL REGISTER STATUS
USGS Quadrangle: Crater Lake Mational Park and X Listed: Munson Valley Historic District, 1988
Vicinity, Oregon T30S RSE, Klamath Couanty
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IDENTIFICATION

CONTEXTUAL BOUNDARIES

PHYSIOGRAPHIC

Park headquarters i located in Munson Walley, one af
three prominent glacal valleys on Mount Mazama's
south Mank. The valley is north-south trending and
hiolds Munson Creek, a spring-fed tributary of Annig
Creek that eventually reaches the Klamath Basin,
southeast of the park.

CULTURAL

Park headquarters is located three miles south of Rim
Village. Munson road connecting Highway 62 and Eim
Village creates the cast boundary of the site.

POLITICAL

The site contains administrative offices for Crater Lake
Mational Park and Oregon Caves National Monument,
utility buildings, and employee housing. The property
is owned and managed by the National Park Scrvice
and is registered as the Munson Valley Historic

Distri
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IDENTIFICATION

SITE ROUNDARIES

VEGETATION CIRCULATION
A mature forest creates an edge along Rim Drive o Munson road connecting Highway 62 and Rim Village
the southeast and west sides of the mainienance area. creates & strong site boundary on the east. Within the
Clearings in the canopy cover mark the Administration sile, more discrete arcas are created by an intersection
Building and Yisitor Center entrance on the cast edge of roads leading south to the maintenance area, and to
of the site, and the Superintendent's and MNaturalists the Steel Circle housing arca.
residences in the northern portion of the site.

STRUCTURES
TOPOGRAPHIC Wood post signs and large boulders delineate and
The valley walls are distinct features (o the west and accent the entrance to the Visitor Center and
east of the site, creating an enclosed crescent shaped mainlenance arca.
space, Munson Creck crcates an edge on the
northwest and northeast,
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IDENTIFICATION.
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IDENTIFICATION
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HISTORY.

ARMY ROAD CREW OCCUPATION, 1913-1918

A 1911 ULS, Army Corps of Engineers survey
comvinced Congress (o fund construchion of a road

around Crater Lake, In 1913, money was appropriated
for the project, and road opening scheduled for late
1918, A site central to the park's proposed road
system was sclected at the upper end of Munson Valley
by the Corps as a seasonal beadquarters site. The
headquarters site was located three miles from the rim
in an ares relatively protected by the surrounding valley
walls where water and wood for buikding materiaks
were readily availalile,

In conjunction with the first work season, the army
built six log structures with stesply-pitched roofs
including & headquarters building, storage barn,
blacksmith shop, aid cabin, and cook shack that housed
a kitchen/dining room downstairs and a dormitory

U5, Army Corps of Engincers headquarters
area ¢ 1917

upstairs, The structures were clustered on both sides
of the main road to the rim, bisecling the sile, and
creating a general north-south ongatation (o the
complex. There were no other “formal® roads thr

the site {or defined parking), and other than this main
road, circulation was gencrally random and
unstructured. Because of this random pattern of
circulation, vegetation around the complex was virtually
climinated. 'With the exception of a fagpole erected
near the headquarters building, and & stone sculplure,
the landscape was primarily functional with little
ornament. Open arcas funcioned as service and
slaging arcas for Army crews, Built only for scasonal
use during the shorl construction season, the complex
was abandoned by the army when the road was
complete in 1918,

Few remnants from the Army road crew occupation in
Munson Valley exist today. Aside from several road
scgments that bave been well disguised over the years
and a general conceniration of sdministrative uwses the
Lady of the Woods sculpture is perhaps the only
physical feature remaining from the Army's presence in
the area. The stone sculpture was carved in 1917 by
Earl Russell Bush, a medical doctor who was attached
o the Munson Valley road project and wanted 1o
cxpress his “deep love for the virgio wilderness” Tt i
located west of the administrative compound.” A
similar intent was (o guide systematic efforts of the
National Park Service to implement the landscape
design at Munson Valley in the 19307,

NPS GOVERNMENT CAMP, 1924-1941

Increased visitation Lo Crater Lake Mational Park and
the use of the site as seasonal quariers for park staff
led park officials to make Munson Valley a summer
headquarters for park operations in 1924, Within a year
of moving to the site from Annie Springs, an addition
was made to the former engineer’s office, and the
building was converted to serve as the park
administration building. Although the site provided
much needed space, it was soon apparend that the
complex was inadequate for the park’s needs. In 1925,
as parl of a park-wide planning program wnder the
dirgction of Thomas Yint, work was underway on a
general master plan for redevelopment of the sile. The
planned development took *.advantage of topography
and forest screening to place out of sight almost every
building that is not of direct concern to the visitor,”
Thus, at Government Camp, the only building that will
e in sight when this program s Dinished will be the
Adminstration Building, the Muscum [Ranger
Dormitory] and Serice Station [removed in faver of



HISTORY.

the present onel..™ Implementation of the master
plan for Munson Walley began in 1927, The major
components of the plan included the development of a
new administrative complex, utility and maintenance
area, residential areas for siafl and seasonal emplovees,
a formalized cireulation system, and a revegedation
program for the site as a whole. Initial construction
foecused on basic services and operations. Between
1927 and 1930, four small cottages, a mess hall,
comfort station, meal house, warchouse and two wlility
buildings were constructed, The road from Munson
Valley o the rim was relocated 1o #s presend bocation
carly in the development of the sie (ca 1927), but the
rnujmid}' :lf -:_:-1|1.-|_'.:r "Wd-i.- pcn:l-uﬁl r'i:in wilks and I!ra.ih:,
and bridle rails remained informal in character,
Siructures were rudhic in character, Owver sealed
clements such as locally quarried stone and timber
were uscd to blend, in scale and color, with the
surrounding trees and rough terrain, The 1931 masicr
plan outlined the need for as many as 21 additional
buildings in addition (o extensive road improvements,
utibitses, and Fll.i'l'.'ll-ll.'lghl but it wasa't until the 1932-
1933 season that infensive development in the disteid
was undertaken.

With the realignment of the road (o the nm, and the
new design for the plaza, there was need for gencral
revision of the road system throughout the district. The
main entrance road was moved so thal entry (o the sile
was from the cast. The old road was oblaerated and
planted. Secondary roads provided access throughowt
the site, linking residential areas, service areas, and the
ulility area. These roads were surfaced with l.l;r.aw_'l and
then oiled to redose dust and provide an improved
driving surface. The trail to the Lady of the Woods
was also surfaced with gravel.

in the 193233 construction scason, several major
|'||..|i||:|]|:|g;-. and site strucfures were buill, Two l:lrgl;.
rtf.i::ll-l:n-l:l:.‘.-'ﬂ .mﬂ]:-&ri.n[l:ndtll.‘l'h house and a nulur:l.lif.‘l'a.
house--were completed, along with four uiiliny
buildings, 3 comiort station, additional employee
reardences and a dormitory for the rangers,

In 1954 the old log administration building was
removed and construction of a new rusiic stong
administrative structure was underway, Stone curbing
was set along the roads through the center of the site
creating a circular drive and a more defined and
struciured circulation system. The plaza in front of the
mew silministration building was designed 1o
accommodate S0 cars, and had a large elliptical
planting island in the center. This area was planted
based on a design by landscape architect Francs
Lange, and included 13 varictics of plants. Additional
landscape work was done arcund the cottages om the

10

Adminisiration u'tl-;h'ng and plaza, looking north,
1935



HISTORY

hill above the plaza. Structural additions to the Mess
Hall and Warchouse as well as the construction of a
garagewoodshed and three frame storage sheds were
all compleied in this construction scason.

Major landscape work was undertaken over the 1933-
3 conatruction seasons. Chver a thousand trecs and
several thousand shrubs were transplanted to the area
as part of the "naturalization” program for the site
begun by landscape architect Merel Sager, Civilian
Conservalion ¢rews (CC.C) planted shrubs at the
newly constructed residences that had proven successful
al Rim Village, including spirca, moumain ash, willow
and twanberry (purple Mower honeysuckle). In 195346,
landscape work at the new Administration Building
wenl beyond previous efforls using sedges and prasses
for ihe open arcas, several shrub species and tree
groupings of mountain hemlock, lodpepole pine, and
subalpine fir. Large quantities of top soil and peat
were brought in from the soulth end of the valley to
supplement, and in some cases, 1o replace the pumice
soil prior 1o planting, Small-scale features including
Nagstone walks, rustic sipns, slone brdges, planting
beads anad dri:lfl-!:il‘lpI lBuntaing wore i.n:.:rrp-:_:lrﬂl:cn:l. e the
|.ar||;|.-.1:.a|1-r_ fiar bbb fumetional and design uhjl:l.'l:"l'.i::..
Additional road improvements were made and a
parking arca was added in back of the Administration
Building {1936}, A new parking facility was added in
lront of the Mew Hall and belova the Machine Hhup m
1938, Mumerous “bitomuls™ walks were installed
arcund the Rangers' Dormitory and the Administraton
Buibding.

Until 1938 park headquarters was known as
"Government Camp.” In order 1o avoid confusion with
Covernmen! Camp on Mount Hood, some 180 miles
morth of the park, the name was changed to Park
Headguarters by Supeniniendent Ernest P, Leawiit.
Munson was the name of an early visitor who dicd on a
ridgeling two miles southwest of the headquarters sile

in 1872

Although some planting and landscape work took place
al the residential complex in 1940, by 1939 the designed
landscape at Munson Valley was largely in place. In
terms of a construction sequence the architectural
structures gencrally preceded the installation of plant
materials and other landscape features at the site. In
terms of stylistic obpectives, landscape treatments were
a critical component of the site, and were designed to
integrate man-made structures and circulation syslems
inte the natural surroundings wsing weathered boulders,
masonry, and rusiic wood signs (o accentuate desipn
eleiments and evoke & rusle Appearance,

PARKE HEADQUARTERS 1%41-FRESENT

Vint, Sager, Lange and others were against using
Munson Valley as a year-round headquarters arca,
recommending instead that a suitable site at lower
glevation be developed. However, after WW 11, year-
round operations al Munson Valley began, although
winter oocupancy was not officially approval unil 1982,
This was a majpor shift in the function of the arca and
had tremendous impact on the designed historic
|a,r||k.||:.apc. L;lr:ﬂ.p.t:lpt features iJ'bE[LH:liJig curbing,
planting beds, porches, and nareow roads with curves
were all seen as obstacles to the snow plow, Structurcs
with stecply pitched roofs tended to dump snow close
o the building preveniing access and requiring Lhe
addition of funnels on a scasonal basis. I 1954 all of
the planters, lawns, and walks around the employee
cotlages were removed (o accommodate the snow plow.
The traffic islind near the upper group of collages was
also removed 1o allow turning radius for the snow
plow. Roads throughowt the disirnia were widenesd,
The wtility building, which had enclosed the
maintenance area was removed in order to allow snow
p1|:|-w acCes l]lrmlgh the entire area, This huihjing WAL
later 'rl;'.pl.atl:d by & machine th.'IlT!: i 1O,

L Wb

Lower group of emplovee J:-:.'iid:n:.::s along the
spur road looking north, 1940°.

Additional changes included the obliteraton of the old
aceess road (o the site, construction of 3 new gas
station across the road from the existing one, which
was later removed, and realignment of the intersection
with Munson Road. The now abandoned scoond gas
statson will be removed in 1992, The Firchall was
removed in 19609 and the Ol House was removed in
195, In 1986, the Ranger Dowm and the
Administration Bulding were rehabilitated. A
permanent snow tunnel was added 1o the west side of
the Administration Bulding replacing the south
cntrance punnel built in 1958, A snow tunnel was also
added to the cast side of the Ranger Dorm, Despite
the loss of plant materials and landscape detail in the
administrative complex due to the adapiation of
Munson Walley for winter use, the infrastructure of the
original designed landscape is still evident. The sitc as
a whole remains a good example of the Rustic style.

11
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MUNSON VALLEY

PAR K. HEAPGUARTERS 929




HISTORY
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

RESPONSE TO MATURAL FEATURES

The natural landform and physiographic lfeatures of
Munson I'l."a"-:].' kad a alrong, inflluence on ihe .'\.Fna[ia]
organization and development of the Park
Headquariers site. Most of the glaciated valley displays
hummocky moraines intermized with pumice, wath the
propostion of pumice gradually diminishing in the
upper part of the valley. Linear sloped terraces of the
valley provided natural siing opportunitics [or
struciurcs and roads and required only minimal
grading. A steep north-south valley wall creates a west
boundary for the site. Munson Creek, a spring-led
tributary of Annie Creck traverses and dissects the
valley sie inlo three distingl areas or subdistricts,
physically stepping down in elevation from norih (o
south, The Munson drainage s part of the Elamath
Basin, an arca south of the caldera and east of the

Cascade Divide (Munson Ridge).

b %

located in the background right center.
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

SPATIAL ORGANIZATION

Munson Creek divides this glaciated valley inlo three
spatial areas which reflect a specific hierarchy of land
pse: ressidential, administrative and maintenance,
Thomas Vinl's 1925 master plan sited thres contiguous
complexes within thete areas with the administrative
complex as the structural and symbolic center, Foreal
canopies and meadows separate and distinguish activity
areas creating visual buffers between the residential
areas al the highest elevations on the north end of the
sile, and the maintenance area on the south end. As
stated in the 1928 plan, the administrative complex had
potential for visitor contact and remaing the most
promineni and commanding arca of the park
headguarters complex.

T~ W
h of the Messhall in the

MMunson Creek norl
administration area,

15



ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

LAND USE

Historically, the headquarters complex at Munson
Valley was organized as a hierarchy of spaces
according to land wse funciion and activity, With the
exceplion of seasonal employee housing ar Sleepy
Hollow to the southwest, residences were grouped in
the north end of the site. The Superintendent's
residence and the Naturalist residence, both display site
design principles common (o the period wsed in “estate
planning” (residential planning). Sited at slope apex
the aim was 1o “siuggest openness and freedom, a
naturalistic treatment, al beast an informal
treatment...[where| the lawn is treated as an extension
towards the observer of a distant outside view,...making
the estate scem larger than o i by merging s
boundarses in those of the surrounding country and
repeating within the estate planning found in the
adjoining scenery,™ South of these structures and
separated from them by open areas of meadow and
pumice fields, the administrative buildings were located
in the center of the site. This broad level area
functioned as the heart of the site, a local point of
activity. Located southwest of the administrative area
in the lowest portion of the site are the maintenance
and utility areas. During the historic period the
mainienance area was closed on three sides, elficient
for use duning the summer season. In contrast the
present layout is two sided, designed to accommodate
vehicle parking and winter snow plows. The service
oriented function of these structures is refllected by
their site location in an outer arca of the development
away from visilor contact.

This original land use patiern generally continues in the
same configuration today. Housing for permanent
employees is located at Steel Cirele south of the
maintenance area, while seasonal employes housing
remains al Munson Valley, Although there have been
several physical chanpes (o the site over the years
{roads widened and visitor and adminstration seraces
expanded), the primary historic land wse patterns have
remained intact.

16
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

VEGETATION

Mountain hemlock [orest with open park-like meadows
and sparse underbrush charactenzes the vegetation
cover of Munson Valley. These plants along with the
presence of white bark pine, Shasta red fir, and noble
fir are typical of the Hudsonian Life zone. Wood rush
is the dominant understory; Scouler's willow and
subalpine fir are found along the creek and in low wet
areas where montane meadow conditions exist,

The native plant community provided a palette for the
landscape “naturalization® program of park
headguarters. "Mative maierials were used because
they were most suited to survive, not because they
necessarily imitated the surrounding forest.™ In terms
of design and composition, the planting concepls and
treatments used at Rim Village were also emploved at
Munson Valley. Plantings were used 1o establish
vegelation where none existed, or in disturbed areas, 10
fill-owi planting beds for dr,tsi.g.n ar functional purposes.
The placement of irees and shrubs into groups was
considered natoralistic not random. Flanis such as
Mountain hemlock and Subalpine fir were used (o
provide variation of texture and form, and because they
did well at high clevations, Other shrubs such as
honeysuckle, spirea, Scouler’s willow, and mountain ash
were used to cast a sweeping appearance of boughs
forming an unbroken reach of green, Near the Ranger
Dormitory these materials were combined 1o create
irregular plantings wathin a lawn of native grasses and
sedges, Guided by landscape design principles of the
period the planting design at Munson Valley included
an emphasis on the placement of trees 1o promote
their use as [raming devices and as features which
augment shade and shadow.

With the exception of minor changes, naturalistic

ting design principles have provided the foundation
or the relatively unchanged appearance of park
headquarters. To accommodaie efficient smow removal
some plantings {(among other landseape features) were
removed in 1944, In 1954, planted islands in front of
the middle row of employves coltages, and between the
warchouse and messhall were removed. In 1958, the
south entrance 1o the administrative complex was
obliterated and planted. Landscape architects wanted
1o blur the distinction between "formal design” and the
natural vegetation of the site. The survival of many
remnant plant materials such as alpine perennials in
the ellipse at the administrative complex, hint a the
original planting scheme.

g, e

MNPS Gmtrn.n;:ut

Park Headguarters, 1941-19H)
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION.

Plant Materials Transplanted 1933-37

Ticts

Abaes lasiocarpa
Finus contorta
Tsuga merlensiana

Shrubs

ACET E].ﬁl:lru.m
Anaphalis margaritaces
Aquilegia spp.
Castilleja spp.
Dricentra spp.
Erigeron spp.

Ciilka spp.
Helleborus spp.
Holodiscus discolor
Juncus

Kalmia microphylla
Lonicera conjugialis

Phlox .1]:l|:|.

Polemonium cagruleum
Bibes erpthrocarpum
Salx scoulenana
Sambucus racemosa
Sedge

$-|_1|:|:|u5 si.'l-:hl;mis

Spiraca densiflora
Vacoinum spp.
Arctostaphylos nevadensis

Exis H.rlg ":g:hﬂﬂﬂ

Trces

Abics magnifica shastensis
Abtes lasiocarpa

Pinus albscaulis

Pinus contorta douglasi
Sorbus sitchensis

Tsuga mertensian

Shrubs

Acer glabrom torr,
Lonicera conjugialis

Luzula glabrata
Ribes wiscosissimum
Salix scouleriana
Salix sitchensis
Spiraca densiflora

18

subalpine fir
lodpepale pine
mouniain hembock

Rocky Mounfain maple
pearly everlastimg
columbine

Indian paintbrush
bleeding heart
Meabane

gilia

hellebare
OCEANEpray

righes

western laurel
purple-flower honeysuckle
[iwinberry)

phibox

Jacobs ladder
Crater Lake current
Scouler's willow
red elderberry
Sedge spp.

Sitka mountain ash
subalpine spirea
buckleberry

Flinﬂ “midl manzanita

shasta red [ir
subalpine fir
whitebark pinc
lodgepaole pine
Sitka mountain ash
mouniain hemlock

Torrey maple (Rocky
Mountain maple)
purple Nowered
honeysuckle [Iwinberry)
smooth wondrush
sticky currant

Scouler's willow

Sitka willow

subalpine spires




ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

CLUSTER ARRANGEMENT AND STRUCTURES

The structural complexes of government camp -
administrative, residential, and wiility (maintenance)
areas - included 36 structures sited in a generally
crescent shaped arrangement within Munson Valley,
Owerall, struciures were oricnfed on a north-south axis,
however, casi-wesl onentation of the Administration
Building, messhall and warchouse formed distinct
building clusters. In the ceafer of the site, the Ranger
Dormitory and Administration Mm the
elliptical plaza, creating a sense of and
defining the public spaces of the site. West and south
of the plaza several ulility buildings were sited at the
edge of a paved mantenance work area. On the south
end of the site the Sleepy Hollow cabins were aligned
on various axes and grouped af the base of the slope.

With the exception of the Sleepy Hollow cabins
redevelopment and expansion of the maintenance area,
struciural clusters remain basically the same. The oil
and gas house was removed and replaced by a larpe
covered maintenance building on the east side of the
maintenance yard in 1955, The concessioner service
and comfort stalions once locaied south of Munson
road to the Rim were moved to the north side of the
road in 1958,

Munson Valley Historic District, listed in the National
Register of Historic Places in 1988, extends south from
the Superintendent’s residence (which was designated a
Matienal Historie Landmark in 1987) and ends at the
maintenance area warchouse. Structures contributing
o the rustic theme of the district, totaling 18, were
built between 1926 and 1949, and include the
Maturalist's Residence, the middle cluster of residential
cabins, the lower cabins, the Administration Building,
Ranger Dormitory, Transformer Building, Comfort
Station, Mess Hall, Warchouse, and Machine Shop.
The Onl and Gas House was removed in 19940,

Sleepy Hollow 193] {cabins removed in
1939).

Park Headquarters, 1941-1990
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N, ma | 2 Ranger Dormitory X Naturalist's Residence
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Maintenance area looking north. From left 1o nght are

the Warchouses, the current Ranger offices (Messhall),
and Machine shop.

s T g R Lo ;A
Middle group of employee residences.
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION
CIRCULATION

The circulation system at Munson Valley has remaimed
relatively unchanged since the design development of
osernment C-E.mup b:Ean in the 1930Fs, Prim.a.fy
vehicular access to Park Headguarters is from Munson
road between Highway 62 and Rim Village. Secondary
roads run north-south conpecting housing areas to the
administrative core. Located at the center of the
district is a creular drive and plaza serving the
Administration Building and Ranger Dormitory (the
Vigitor Center or Steel Building). Leading northwest
from the central plara, a winding one lane road, known
st Sleepy Hollow road, rises approximately 160 feet (o
its terminus af the Supenntendent’s ressdence.  Along
this road, limited access 5 provided (o other employes
residences sited along this road, The spur road access
to these residences is known as Stone Houses Road. A
second road runs southwest from the plazs, crossing
Munson Creek, and widens o a large work area which
serves as the mainfenance yard, The road narrows
beyond the maintenance group and intersects with a
secondary site entrance and the Slecpy Hollow area
Pedestrian trails cross Munson Creek, leading north
from the Ranger Dormitory (o the employes
residences, and to the Lady of the Woods, Access to
Castle Creck Trail is located southeast across the road
at the main site entrance. A bridle trail to Rim Village
starts at Sleepy Hollow and runs close to the
Supérintendent’s residence before switching back along
Mungon Ridge and north (o the Rim.

Sleapy Hﬂlluw and maintenance arca m-l:r.u:um
Munson Road intersection ai eeater hack.
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Trail io the middle group of n..-:.n;]:;nn:.c'r. and sione |::-r:||!|g|
crossing Munson Creek wesl of the H.I.I:[!.!'I!'I: ]3|||nL|!t:r}

Arcees r|:u|d aouth 1o the Mauralhs's residence

Aoorss 1 '|r|1|. n-.'n"!h Il‘| the "‘-.I.I'|'I'I'."1':IFI!I:"Id-I'."1I.| i residence
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

SMALL-SCALE ELEMENTS

b E

A rusiic sign program dicceted by Franos Lange osomgg
00 Labsor, epan an 193 peplacing many standardized
metal sagns i the park. A divcctonal sign placed in
the cllipse of the hepdquarices place near the road
culrmnee was supported by cut, unpeeled cedar logs

% Tt ] |'|r1'-l1.|l'-l'-.'_ the sign was o large Tour-lool diameier
ciecudar 2lab of ol imprepnaled pome wiih :.-.'Iln'«'-.l.--.'-r:ulm'
painieal rased kenenng on a brown background Tor
enercascd sisibiling,  Signs were designed 1o b
dismintled and stored over winter 1o prevent cracking
of the enwmel e 1Eg 111 tiigh sl CREL IR

Extant rusie wimul = S e S e Gl 1h |..:IJ:-. of the
Woods and the Wiairchowwe. Rusiie siens sl Muonson
Walley gave way fo toadesl wousl signs paanated hroan
will creme whide letieeing. ws R ol Nlassicsiy s | 19956
| R ] IMPEOYEMCAL A ] il 1w, fiew Alissive 4
sipms arg exlanl with the esoeptiam ol haalding jnd
leniilicaton £ Standard mactal redlectome siens lor
trallie @ee common om «d¢. Eher sign s Fovend o

sibg include mcrpretive, weatific s of nparal :
leatwres, trnls, diecctnmal and bowndary Mission & directional spen,  routed saood paimted
g wilh creme while letlering

Komited wanod cwlrance sign gt the main entrance Lo Park EI:'.uI.,|||.||l-.'|~. I ravm
Meluinisani Kawial

=



ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

STOMNE FEATURES

Battered or "rusticaled” fone (calures wire a
Tumctional harml,'.ni..-'in.g clemenl of the Munson Valley
landscape. Desigmed 1o stand abone yet fit wigually inlo
the landscape, sone features prosaded definibion and
orgamzation to crculation and plantings. Features a
the Administrative complex include stone curbang and a
drinking founiain in front of the Adminisiration
Building. Chiher feaiwres imclude a stone bridge over
Munson Creek, slone steps belween the Ranger
Dosmiory and the lower collages, masonry waork Lo
hide culverts where the roads crossed the ercek, and
Magstone walkways at scveral butldings. Weathered
boubders once used for visual effect and to contral
tralfic along the 1934 entrance o the Administrive
complex arg extant and visible among the plantings
soiith of the |:|'|i|!u-|:.

Flagstone paving detal

o P N
i vl e e T A -
[Brin king fountain e froal of the Adminiratiog s 1_'#_. -
Building. L - ) ’

B ' gy ﬂ:‘ — e b

Slone SlEps Lo the lower Eroup of |:.|'r|'|:-|||_',.uc residences

.
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ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

LADY OF THE WOODs

Carved by Earl Russcll Bush in 1917, the sculpliure

o ands ..p;'.-rna;imuwl:. three feet hl:.:h and 15 localod HED
feet west of the Ranger Dormitory, A rustic wood sign
identifies the ule which can be reached by 1ol froom
the plazs arca

-

Lady of ihe Woods,

Uraal 1ar |

A the Woods.




ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

g ‘. Forests olsdruct o :_ a

- views 1o The rand

RESIPENTIAL
AREN: Informal —
HI'FLH'I'IM ﬂFFF{?ﬂEH- ¥

Filtersd vigws
te 1he road

g
RESIPENTIAL AREA: ~_ Lol oh o
Informal, filteredyiows '§ - "'.

:‘E '.'_. -

-, Y
",
az y

;A [
'II -
. ']-"E- i

R R

*51’551:? ok crzates a
“revg physical I:ammdm*}-' &7
MAINTENANCE AREA

Blda. and ~lope create™
a = ructural ﬂdqs i

~. VI'EJIT.{?E ENTRAMCE
AND PRRKING

(formal)

Femtinent viewef the
administrartive core from
Muason Esad

“BANGER, HIHITRS AND UTILITY BLpg.
Flanting beds create a formal

}/--"'_‘ E aAppearance

.“".. e T
i
A~

A

litformal approach \
fo residestial arza 27y 'ﬂﬁfﬁm
G

SITE AND VISUAL ANALYSIS



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Munson Valley Historic District was listed in the
Mational Register of Historic Places in 1988 as part of
a multiple resource nomination for Crater Lake
Mational Park. The following statement of significance
and integrity draws on information from the MNational
Register nomination form, a Historic American
Building Survey report documenting the district, and
the "Analysis and Evaluation” section of this document.

Although Crater Lake was established as the nation's
sicth national park in 1902, development of an
administrative beadquariers for the park did aot occur
until 1926, Durng this time, a camp located in upper
Munson Valley and used by the Corps road crews,
gained increased use as summer headquarters for
Mational Park Service emplovees. Owver the next fifteen
years al the Government Camp site, the park
embarked on one of the most ambitious restic
architeciure programs ever undertaken by the National
Park Service. Designers transformed an open
landscape of infestile pumice soils inlo an
administrative complex comprised of three distine
arcas of use, Mative stone building construction, use of
indigenous plant materiaks, and careful siting of
structures resulled in a highly manipulated designed
landscape that was “naturalistic” in character,

Landscape architects Thomas Vint, Merel Sager, and
Francis Lange were key practitioners of the Rustic
Styie and influential in shaping the Munson Valley
landscape. Their drawings, photographs, and monthly
project completion reports provide a wealth of detailed
information about the site's development and insight
into the philosophy of non-mtrusive design known as
Rustic. Landscape architects Sager and Lange directed
general construction and landscape work on the site
using Civilian Conservation Corps and Emergency
Conservation Work crews, Their responsibilitics were
far-reaching, ranging from design and construction
supervision of trails and grading, and fnishing portions
of Rim Drive, [0 supervising major consiruclion
propects at the Rim and Munson Valley. The park’s
“naturalization™ program, instituted by Sager,was
implemented throughout the park, creating a consistent
and cohesive appearance in all the developed areas.
Lange continued implementation of the program
through additional planting and maintenance of those
materials,

By 1941, the Munson Valley arca was “home to the
most concentrafted and coherent expression of Rustic
Architecture in the park.” The structures and related
landscape formed one of the most extensive
developments ever undertaken by the Park Serace
using this type of naturalistic design.’

The Munson Yalley Historic District, designed and
built between 1926-1941, is significant as a historic
designed landscape under Mational Register Criterion
A for its association with events that made significant
contributions 1o the broad patterns of history; under
Criterion B: for s association with the lives of
persons significant in our past; under Criterion C: for
the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or
method of design; and under Criterion D: for the
imporiant historic information the site has yielded and
i likely to vield.

CRITERION A:

Munson Valley is integrally linked to efforts by the
Mational Park Service to develop, manage and protect
the natural recreational resources of one of our oddew
national parks. Extant landiorm and major features,
such as stone curbing, trails and roads both eontribule
to the rustic character of the district. Enough
components of the designed landscape survive 1o
demonstrate the nature of park planning and
construction of the rustic idiom developed during the
late 1920's and 19MYs which sirove 1o tie rustie-sivie
buildings 1o their environment. Landscape design
development and construction of park headguariers by
PWA and CCC crews i representative of a major
cxpansion period i the National Park System made
possible under the Hoover administration in the carly
1930s and by the Mew Deal public works programs.

CRITERION B:

The comprehensive expression of Rustic archileciure
and naturahstic design principles at Munson Valley 15
in large part due o the carly site planning and desion
development directed by three NP5 landscape
architects, Thomas Vint, Merel Sager and Francis
Lange. Under Vint's direction and influence as chiel
landscape architect, the Rustic Style and its associated
design ethic was brought into national parks
throughout the system, Vint was specifically
responsible for planning the developed areas in the
western national parks and monuments. AL Munson
Valley carly development of Rustic architecture 15
demonstrated by the extant warchouse, construcied as
a result of Vint's 1925 plan for a summer headquarters,

Vint hired Merel Sager to prepare and implement NP5
plans for western parks, including Sequota, Lassen and
Crater Lake National Parks, Incorporating the teneis
of the Rustic Style, Sager coordinated and directed the
construction of large developments at Rim Village and
Park Headquarters. Massive boulder construction of
headquarters structures characterize the work of Sager,

1



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

who also oversaw the revegetation and siting of
structures and trails. Sager's work provides a design
link between developed areas within the park and other
parks in the region, including Oregon Caves National
Monument., After Sager's direct supervision of Crater
Lake construction ceased, his Mational Park Service
carcer (1928-1953) included a ferm as chief of Park
Planning in Mational Capitol Parks and as chiel
landscape architect for the overall park system.

Francis Lange, who began as Saper’s assistant and
continued as resident landscape architect in the park
from 1934 1o 1940, had sigmificant impact oo the
appearance of Park Headquarters. Using FWA and
CCC workers, Lange cootinued the planting program
implemented by Sager; designed detail site features and
most of the site's now non-exant rustic signs; and
began efforts 1o better adapt Munson Valley structures
to winter conditions, Under Lange’s direction the
designed landscape of Munson Valley Historic District
was virtually completed.

CRITERION C;

The designed landscape of Munson Valley is significant
nationally a5 an expression of naturalistic design
developed and emploved by the Mational Park Service
from the mid-1920°s to the early 1940°s. The sivle,
commonly referred (o as the Rustic Styde or NPS
Rustic, influenced state park systems and national
forests throughout the country. In western mountain
parks, buildings were constructed of native materials
and incorporated local colors, shapes, and textures:
building forms were designed to suit local conditions
and environments, and were sited o blend into the

E ing landscape. At Munson Valley, larger site
planning efforts and design detailing successfully blend
the overall physical development with the natural
setting.  Principle features of the designed landscape at
Munson Valley are: structures sibed against a forest
backdrop with the appearance of litle disturbance 1o
the natural topography, and the economic as well as
aesthetic use of native plant materials (o pressnl a
highly naturalistic looking landscape in terms of
massing and grouping. Enhancement and development
of views meld key concepts of the Rustic style and
paturalistic design into a cobesive landscape
COMmpOsLon.

CRITERION Ik

The Munson Valley landscape yields important
information about the precepts of naturalistic planting
design theory and practice as used at Crater Lake
Mational Park. Landscape features of the

8

administrative complex and Superintendent’s Residence
include spatial organization, site plan, views and visual
character all of which remain largely undisturbed.
These resources contribute significant information
relating to cstate (residential) planning concepls
prevalent in the 1930's. In addition, the use of native
plant materials and natural groupings, and the
materials, colors and textures of struciures contribute
information relating to aaturalistic design principles as
part of the rustic idiom developed in national parks.

The historic designed landscape of the Munson Valley
Historle District possesses integrity af:

Location: The primary siruciures defining the
administrative, maintenance and residential complexes
af Munson Valley, including the buildings, circulation
system, and vegelation (canopy cover), are in their
original location,

Design: The original apatial organzation for this site,
including land use functions (residential/
administration/maintenance ) and activities 15 intact,
Although many plant materials have been bost over the
years dug (o natural processes and/for lack of
mainienance, the framewark of the original planting
scheme is siill evident,

Setting: The landscape surrounding the Munson Valley
Historic District remains virtually mtact. From Eim
Drive the administrative complex remains visually
prominent, and the district’s mature forest continues Lo
screen the maintenance and reswdential structures from
the public. The Steel Circle employee housing
development, built in the 19%60°s south of the historic
district, is physically separate and does not visually
impact the main site. Views to Garfield Peak from the
Superintendent’s Residence and other areas within the
site remain unobscured.

Materials: With the exceptions of snow tunnel
additions 1o the Administration Building and the
Ranger Dormitory, and replacement in-kind of building
materials during a recent rehabilitation project,
structures in Munson Valley remain intact. Exsting
plant materials are compatible with the historic site
although the orginal plantings are in remnant
condition at best.

Workmanship: The buildings of the Munson Valley
district are an cxcellent example of rustic architecture

in the park, and t one of the National Park
Service's most ambitious development programs using
naturalistic design (o puide (he improvements.
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Feeling: The historic district possesses a distinet
presence within the greater landscape context, evoking
a sense of the era in which it was designed and created
through its buildings, structures, circulation sysem,
materials and organization.

Assocgiion: Munson Yalley continues (o function as o
did historically, as beadquarters for Crater Lake
Matipnal Park. The historic district contimoes to reflect
its associations with the CCOC and the Rustic Stvle of
design through its buildings, structures, circulation
syslem, materials and organization.



RECOMMENDATIONS,

Wicw south of the Plaza from the Admimstiration Building towards Munzon Road.

Entrance view of the administrative plaza from Munson Road,



RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendanions for the hstoric landscape an Park
Headguariers al Munson Valley are based on an
analysis and evaluation of significant historic landscape
featwres and components eniified in this repori, The
purpose of the recommendations is (o provide an
appropriate framework and programmatic basis for
preservation, mainienance and inlerpretation of the
histonic site,  The historic sile as defined in this study
inchides emploves residential arcas, the administration
buildings and maintenance areas.

The recommendations serve as guidelings and address
issues surrounding stabilization and preservation of
signilicant historic resources, removal of non-histaric
companents thal compromise the hsloric scene, and
enhancement or recsiablishment of hvtoric features as
part of a design program for the sile as a whaole. The
5iX PFOgram arcas arc:

Maintenance and Management Concepis
Butldings and Structures

Circulation

Yegelation

Lite Deails and Materials

ﬂrﬂ,‘.-l:ial Sile Areas

MAINTEMANCE AND MANAGEMENT CONCEFTS

. It & important to retam the integrity of the historic
landscape at Munson Valley by protecting the general
canopy cover, viewsheds, and building and circulation
|.a:.r-::-||l. Thr_w |..1|1d. p:l.lll.'rm. ,'md r"l.']illi-ﬁl'l‘\.hirh 4!L‘|_|:|1-Q:
the hitorie eonted of the aite and contnbute (o the
historsc scene. Il & important t0 mantain "a
commanding view” of the admanisirative complex upon
arrival 1o the site (Lange, 1932). The view corridor to
the administrative plaza from the road should remain
unobstructed and other areas adequately screencd.

2, All modern intrusions such as above ground
ulilities, maintenance structures, and service arcas that
conflict with the historic scene should be screencd or
udeally removed. Future intrusions on the site should
be avoided, but if necessary, should be appropriate in
scale, color, and mass and adequately screened. (See
Hllilding and %truciures Recommendation #21)

5. Additional site work B necessary to identify and
document existing and remnant plant materials and

stonework to verify location, design, function, condition,

and maintcnance requircments.

4. Bawed 4R FeCixm mcnd:ul_iun:. n I:]1i5-. 1||1c1|rr|.|_'n|
rl'lﬂl:-::lning the pla:-':,i arca and ."i.upr.rinll:nl.il:_:nl"-.

Residence, Treatment Guidelines should be developed
(o address mamlenance ssocs common 10 bolth siles
involving one or more of the following: replacement of
plant materials; appropriaie construction details; and
gencral mainienance praciices for the grounds. These
puidelines should be penerated by the Cultural
Resources Division in collaboration with Park staff.

5. An overall site design and specifications for the
historic landscape should be developed for the site
Upon completion of this plan, a comprehensive
maintenance plan should be developed according 1o the
conditions outlined under Hem lour

Lj:ilit;-' box at the middle _g.r-:l-up l:ll :'rnpln}'u: residences,

RUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES

1. All historic structures on site within the historic
district should be preserved and maintained under an
approved cyclic maintenance preservalion program,
Al significant structural resources should be
incorporated into the Maintenance Management
System, and the Inventory Condition Asscssment
I"'r-::@,ram (AR, i.rl-t!ul]imﬂ; the 5|||pe_:r':nl:i:n-i-|.' ml's
Residence, Admimstration Bullding, and Banger
Crormitory.

L Propane tanks sited in fromt of the -:rn|1-1m:,
rcsldn;n;cf. are |napprnpr:| ale |:|1-|_| ncg,,:l,lw, |], |.r.|1F|:||:I the
E1|:-.11_1rn; |.Hl1-ehq,..'|i1¢; Hurlal r|_|-:|-1:.|l||.m W rq.m-::l'.-u| ol 1he
lanks s n.-:;ul'rl:ﬂ

L]



RECOMMENDATIONS

3. Mo new struclures should be sited in the historic appropriate sirategy lor rehabilstation or replacement
district or in view corridors surrounding the district. as noled wnder the maintenance and managemend
Il new structures are required, they should be recommendations.

compatible in siling, onientation, texure, color and
matcrials 1o cxisling struclures,

CIRCULATION AND ACCERR

VEHICULARK

1. The adminisirative pl.a-...'.;| should remain the main
wigibosr arrival pinnl, Visiar p.*:rl-ciﬂg shaaald remsin
conceniraied in the |'-|:|:.'a Ared. l".mia-'lll}'-.:r:-. shoulkl
comlined 10w Lhe ;u:kinll, Il morth ol the
Administration Building,

¥ i =
Remnanl slone L'IJEI1:-I'I|:: aridund the r_:lhp:;r_' and pf:|..ra
Arca.

4, Recsiablishment of slomg rllrbing :n.urr-:_'uunding the
pi:llhlud “igland” betoeen the Mess Hall and Warehogss
should be considered.

Farking ol north of the Administration building

.-‘n||.:rin_q_ the wadth or character of |'|i1.||::|r1|: rozds ii.
A ll..=||;.'_1:.- 1|.i:’n.'-:'ll.|rdi.‘:|:|.‘|. Mew roads should not be added
ns the site without careful consideration of the potential
visual and physical inpaa 1o the historic sile

Planting “island” belween the Messhall and Warchouse

. The condition of remnant stone curbing throughout
the plaza arca should be assessed 1o determing an

e
Fad
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5. Bicyele parking should be provided in the pliza
parking area and in the parking lot north of the
Administration Building,

PEDESTRLAN
I. Retain original cireulalion patierns,

2. The condidicn of all Mlagstone walkways, slone sleps
and the Munson Creek bridge should be assessed and
an appropriale mainienance siralegy for siabilization
and preservanon determined as noded under the
mainlchancs and management recommendations..

Wiest Nagsione walkway at the Superintendent’s
Residence.

i, Randam paths that cul across the I.'I]i]'!rh: in the
plaza and in lront of the Ranpger Dormitary, and
Admimistration Building ncgatively impact vogetation
and should be discouraped. Plantings should be
recsiablished as a way (o discourage the developmen
of random paths,

VEGETATION

1. Additiona] rescarch & recommended 1o delerming af
recommendations for plant maintenance were made
with the original design and, when appropriate, those
puidelines should be incorporated into new guedclines,
A maintenance plan should be developed (o the sile
incorporating those recommendalons as appropriate.
All landscape maintenance guidelines should be

intcgrated anto the Maintenance Manogement System,
and Imveniory Condition Assessment Program (ICAFP),

2. Selective cleanng and removal of plant materials
currently obstructling vicws or undermiming the inegrity
of historic structures should be removed after
consullation with the regional historical landscape
archilect.

3, Al new plant matenials used at the site 1o r{:pla-l;c

materials in poor condition or 1o reestablish plantings
that are no longer evident should be sclecied from the
plant hist on pape 18,

SITE DETAILS AND MATERIALS

L Sue lurmishongs (hght lixures, garbage cans, bike
racks, signs and imerpretive displays) shouald be visually
compatible with the identificd elements of the rustic
siyle including scale, texture, and the gencral site
characier of Munson Valley, i'"l,lrnls.hings should meel
-I” .1|'|FI:-'i\'.'il'='||l\.' !'.(H!L'.‘-. iII'.Ij r|:|.:|.1|.a1|!:i|||1.-.- CI:H“PIEI‘I‘I.ETH.HE:.
dL-h-gn rather than n.';:-|i4'.‘:|.|i-::-|i s the ;:-rt[l.‘rrtd
treatment lor rehabilitation and for replacement of site
fcnlures

s xS

rintendent’s

Residence.

LK



RECOMMENDATIONS

L. Bipns

g An overall sign for the site plan should be
developed bascd on @ hicrarchy of stvle and type o
information required. The plan should be consistent
with the park-wide plan and should sddress the
possihility of recsiablishing Fustic sivle signs w0 the
administrative comple.

3. Stone Features

a, The condition of remnant Wone fealures shoold be
asscssed in collaboration with the regional histprical
architeet and histodical .".II'.L!.‘\.I.'.:LIL' architeet 1o
determine an appropiale sirategy [or stabilizvation and
marenance, including cleaning and clearing of
vegolation 1o enhance wisthilily as poled unader the
maimienanoe and mansgement recommiendabins.

4. Lady-of-the-Woods
a. Maintmn adequate tral access 1o the sculplure

b. Replacement of the Mission 66 routed siwn with a
rusisg wood sign should be considered

¢, Routing cleaning of the sculpure should he

included wathin the evclic mainienance preservalion
pECETam.,

AL

2 & ) g
o w30 AR VO
Extani boulders once used as a traflic conteol deviee
lor Lhe old crlrance 1o the plaza.



SPECIAL SITE AREAS

The historic designed landscape of the Administrative
complex and Superintendent’s residence, respectively,
moderate to high integrity of the characteristics
that shaped the sites during the historic period, 1924-
1941, Composite qualities of antegrity - location,
design, seiting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association = refllect the spatial organization, physical
components, and histone assoaations attained during
the period of significance, While structures of the
administrative complex are kevstone representatives of
NP5 Rustic, loss of plant materials and site details
preseat an incomplete picture of the naturalistic design
idiom. The desipned landscape of the Superintendent's
residence i relatnely intact. Howewver, natural
processes and lack of a preservation maintenance plan
al both arcas will adversely impact the degree of
historic integrity. Based upon the framework for
preservalion maintenance defined in the
recommendations section, alternaive (realments arc
provided 1o address 1ssues of gabilizanon and
preservation of these significant historic resources.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX

Adminisirative plui, piin uir:w,

Since the establishment of Munson Valley as the
headquarters for U.S. Army Corps of Engineer road
crews in 1913, the plaza area has been a local point for
development. Development of Government Camp took
*advantage of topography and forest screening to place
out of sight almest every building that is not of direet
concern 10 the visitor.™ The only buildings planned 10
be in sight were the Administraiion Building and
Ranger Dormitory. Today, six siructures compose the
complex, the most prominent being the Mess Hall
{Canficld Eldg}, the Ranger Dormitory {Steel Center))
and the Administration Building (Sager Bldg ).
Located near the Mess Hall are three other buildings
ithat are part of this cluster, including two comfort
stations and a meat house,

Construction of the ellipse and circular drive in 1934
formally established the plaza as the main visilor
confact point, Adapiation of the sie (or winter use
and clogure of the south entrance brought some change
in design and the loss of several small-scale design
clements, The plaza, however, slands as a coherent
example of rustic architeciure and naturshstic desagn,
The composition and relationship between buildings
and plant materials, scale, and symmetry suggest a
semblance of order and unity with the naural
surroundings. The asymmetrical Ranger Dormitory, a
balance of two irregular structural masses, is bocated at
the western edge of the plaza. In contrast, the
symmelrical Adminisiration Building balances equal
stroctural masses around a central aos and [Fames 1he
north side of the plaza. These siructures, along with
the overall layout and organization of the plaza, creane
a somewhat formal and structured landscape. The
plaza area as a whole clearly articulates one of Lange's,
design principles that " government units [should be
set] on high points of land for a commanding view.”'

TREATMENT ALTERMNATIVES

1. Mo action/maintenance of status quo: continue
existing mainicnance programs for features including
maintenance of the historic site through preservation of
the view corridor between the administrative plaza and
Munson road, Preservation of this view corridor is
essential o the design intent and integrity of the
organal plan and should be retained,

2. Enhance the historic landscape through
reestablishment of landscape fenfures: prepare a
cultural landscape report 1o assess and evaluate all
historic landscape features and patterns, and to
determine histonc integrity and site functions,
Integrate historic and contemporary sile ssues 1o
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BEemnand plant matenals, 19¥8)
| |

develop and implement a restoraiion planiing plan
Fhe plan should employ naperalistie design principles
descnibed i 19338 mark documonis, ancledimg Trex
|'| wcemienl o crcate shadows, and the gencial
placement of mative plant materials i natural
.'I|'|I|'|II11_"\1 .l.|'||_| ASSOCIT s |"|-\,-i-|:|_ = |-r. S L T 5]
manicnance plan with recommoenadatioms lo
abilivation of remnant plant materals, routine and
wanler mainenancd considerilinns

ADMINMISTRATIVE COMPLEX STRUCTURES

Muiss Hall (Canficld Buildimg)

L

Ranger Dharmitory anow lunncl, compleled 1990
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adminiairalmn Bulding: sest vigw shosing ulnestratinos Baddimg (dMerel 5, Saeer Building )
the smivw Tunned and nonh prirkemg Ll

Ranger Dormatoay [ Wailliem O, Stew] Centerl: corrent visilor cenler.

Admnistrstvg plada looking north Trom the entrance, Ranger Darmitoey (lelt), Adminsstration Bodding (raghi)
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SUFERINTENDENT'S RESIDENCE

Superintendent’s R:sl.dr_m::, plan view,

In 1932 Merel Bager described the Supenintendent’s
Resadence as ™. one of the most attraclive residenees
in the Matiwnal Park Service.™ In terms of site
planning and wse of plant materials, period design
principles for estate (residential) planning were
cmplioyed. Localed on a knoll at the exireme north
end of the headguariers district ™2 magnificent view
towards the slopes of Garlickd [Peak]” was possible
from the '-.i11. Caonsiderable “groups of |adjacent]
hembock...” provided an effective framing deviee so th
shade and shadow would augment an asymmetrical
appearanco “The localin 4 also llil.'vri'.' serecmed rr-_1r:1
the road, ot heing only possible 1o gel a very occasional
ghmpse of the building as one travels the main
hagrhway,™

The sirvcture, butli of mazsive stone MaASOArY uf.ing the
techniques developed by Sager, relicd upon elements of
form and scale 1o harmonize with the mutural
enwvironment. $4ll evident are foundation plantings
such as twinberry, spirca, Scouler's willow, and
mountan ash installed by Civilian Conscrvation Corps
crews as part of the 1932-34 "naturalization” program,
|'|.|.q.~\.||l1|-.' "-"I-.I“.'ﬁ-q:-'h |'|r4'|-.|u!-; Towrmal”™ access and eodi rol

W

fownl traffic from the parking arca o the residence. A
large rolling meadow cast of the house is also a
fundamental element of the sile. Suggesting openness
and freedom, the characier of the meadow albowed the
distant view 1o be part of the sie, expanding the sense
of naiural sciting and contex,

Today, the relatively unabiered residence and site is an
cuguisie cxample of rustie architecure and naturalisise
design, and has been designated a National Historic
Landmark. Physical history of the district and
documentation by the Historic American Buibding
Survey provides evidenee thal the designed landscape
of the residence FiaYy il o able rc-\'_'n:'-i;nili-:'\-n. HER |
cultural landscape. Current use s scasonal housing
and increascd visilor wie heightens the need for
preservation management o mitigate any loss of
landscape inlceny

Supernmicndent’s Residence, southeast wipw,

TREATMENT ALTERMATIVES

1. No action/maintenonce of status guo: conlinue
cxisling maintenance programs for features including
maintcnance of the spatial and visual characier of e
meadow. Preservation of the view corndor to Garlicld
Peak and between the residence and Rim Dirive access
road s essential ta the dl:.ﬁ.il.;n infend and inl:r;gr:l_:,r ol
the original plan.

2. Enhance the historic landscape ihrough
reestablishment of historie features: prepare a cultural
landscape report to asscss and cvaluate all historic
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lmdscaps: Temures and pancrns, and o determine
hastoree intceriy and sie functions. Intepraie historic
and contemporary sie ssucs to develop and implemend
& TeSLOTaliog |.l-|.lll|'-|l|.; jlun. The |:~|.'.I'| should q.'|||]~|-"_-.
naturalistic dessgn principdes described in 1972938 park

documents including tree placement Lo create shadows,
and the pereral placement ol native plant materials in
repire a
|'-r-.'-.|,'r'..|l,.nn mamlemirncs [l.-;lll 'n'll]'l rl.,'l_'l.'\ll'.1lj'|»;,';|-.,!.|'_|||.'1_-|
lor stabthization of reminant |-!,|||| materkils, roatine and

naifural R riapengEs and associEions

WIRLST MAINiCNANSE Cuilks iwderifions

ki . o ! - -
Superiniemdent's Residonce, cast enfranco

:_ i | ¥, ; . *y iy -
Fhigslone walkwiiv, Supcrintendent's Residence, west

CRLNERCE

Mutienal Fhistorie Landmark plague for
"-.l.l;n_rilzl.:lllil.'nl". Residenoe.
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Access road and meadow at Supernintendent’s
Residence, looking nonthwest.

Meadow at the Superintendeni’s Residence, looking
casl.
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APPENDIX A
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Crater l.aJu:. Mational Park and Vicinaty, USGS Mip-.
1956, Scale = 1:62,500

CONTEXT

Physiographic

Castle Crest Wildflower Trail is located southeast of
the Administrative plaza on the cast edge of Munson
Valley, at a toe slope of Castle Crest Ridge. A branch
of Munson Creck begins at the north portion of the
site and runs south, eventually joining the main creek
tributary.

Cultural and Political

The Castle Crest Wildflower Trail, originally known as
the Castle Crest Wildflower Garden or Nature Trail, is
accessible via foolpath southeast of the main entrance
1o the Administrative plaza. Access s also possible
from Rim Dave castbound towards Vidae Falls, Ths
portion of Rim Drive creates the south boundary of the
garden area. The property is owned and managed by
ithe Mational Park Service.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

"ln order that visitors unable, thro lack of time or
physical strength, to visit all parts of the park may see
and enjoy a5 many varieties a5 possible of the exqguisite
wild fowers that abound in out-of-the-way places, wild-
flower gardens have been constructed in several of the
national parks” Visitor accessibility was the incentive
behind construction of the Castle Crest Wildflower
Garden cast of the Administrative plaza in 1929, Chief

nafuralist Ansel Hall (1923-1930), of the NP5 Rescarch
and Education Branch, may have directed the layout of
the 4 mile loop trail and organized the presentation of
interpretive information. The trail contaised at least
10 mterpretive stops through an area of forest, swamp,
wel-meadow, and grassy slope featuring natve
wildflower display and an occasional ghmpse of wildlife
through the spring and summer seasons. Boy Scouls
constructed the trail and attached aluminum
identification labeks to plant matenals adjacent to the
trail* At an approximate construction cost of $160.00,
the unpaved trail featured five log bridges and four
rustic benches.

Establishmient of the Castle Crest Wildflower Garden
in 1929 may have been part of an NPS interpretive
program to provide accessible and educational nature
trails. (Mher gardens developed at this time include 3
garden al the Ahwahnes Hotel in Yosemite Valley and
an area sdjacent to the Museum and Administration
buslding at Giant Forest in Sequota Mational Fark.
Both garden designs used transplanted materials from
other arcas i the parks to exhibit a “profuse® array of
native flowers and to attract wildlife. 1o contrast, park
records indicate that plant materials of the Castle Crest
garden were not imported but are indigenous to the
site. Trail construction and interpretive devices
constitute the only design elements of the site.

Matural features of the Castle Crest Wildfiower Trail.
Mo scale.

Research to-date s that the historical
significance of the Castle Crest Trail is a designed
landscape associated with NPS interpretive programs of
the mid-1920s to mid-1930k, and the work of natarahst
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and florester Ansel F. Hall, Hall's NFS carcer (c.1920-
1938} included terms as senior naturalist and chief
{orester, and chiel of the Field Division. His vision (or
environmental education in national parks combined a
deep feeling for youth and nature. Halls “plans® were
ready for implementation when the New Deal public
works programs were formed. He brought private
funds and public imvolvement to the parks as he
developed the Nirst museum association al Yoscmile
and organized Eagle Scout trips in park arcas.
Alibough Turiher rescarch is required o properly
assess the historic contexts and significance of the
Castle Crest Wildflower garden, the site possesses
many of the design features and qualities from the
original design. Additional ficld investigation is
required [0 assess the site boundaries and the extent of
historic materials present at the sie.

Sugpested rescarch topics include: Boy Scouts of
America; history of interpretation in the Mational Park
Service; and the history of accessible design, general
and NP5,

Park naturalist at the footpath access 1o the Castle
Crest Wildlower Garden from the Administrative
plaza, 1930, [CRLA Park files)

FLANT LIST OOF THE CASTLE CREST

WILDFLOWER GARDEN

Trees

Abies lasiocarpa

subalpine fir

Abies magnifica shastensis Shasta red fir

Finus albicaules
Finus conloria
Finus moaticola
Tsupa mericnsiana

ahrubs

Arctostaphylos nevadensis

Dicentra lormosa
Enogonum umbellatum
Gilia aggregata
Haplopappus bloomer
Kalmia polifolia
micraphylla
Luzula glabrata
Pachistima myrisiniles
Penstemon rwibergi
Ribes erpthrocarpum
Salix eauwoodiae
ﬂ.‘lmhu:us. ratcmosa
v.microbolrys
Sorbus sichensis
v.eascadensis
Spirca densillora
Waccinium cacspilosum

{ sround Covers

Aconium columbaanim
Aposeric aurantiaca
Agrostis hicmalis
Agrostis iahocnsis
Anaphalis margaritacea
Ancmone oocidentalis

Calamagrosiis canadensis

l:;:ﬂilh’:j:l friniala
Crylogramena
acrostichoides
Deschampsia
autropurpurca
Dodecatheon alpinum
Epilobiom angusiifolium
Epilobium brevisiylum
Filix fragilis
Grimmia alpestris
Habenaria gricia
Hackelia micrantha
Hygrohypaum besti
Hypericum Scoulerd
Juncus Parryi
Leihana vulpina
Ligusticum Grayi
ligulatus
Lupinus latifolius

whitebark pine
lodpepale ping
western white pine
mouniain hemlock

pinemat Manzanita
Pacific bleeding heart
suller eriogonum
skyrocket gilia
rabhatbhrush gq;ll-l];'.an:nd
alpine bog kalmia

smoclh woodrush
myrile pachistima
Rydberg's penstemon
Crater Lake currant
enstwiond willow

Pacilic red elder
Sitka mountain-azh

subalpine spirca
dwarl Mucherry

Columbaa monkshood
mountain dandelion
Licklegrass

ldaho bentgrass
CONmmGn pcarl-l:w:iln.ﬂing
western windflower
blugjoini

scarlel paintbrush
FI’EII'}-IC}' |'1.:n1.

rmciinlain h:ti:rgr.ﬂss

Alpine shooling star
fircweed

barbey

brittle fern
Eray-gresn moss
green bog orchid
blue stickseed

oSS

Scouler’s 51, John's wort
Parry's rush
staghorn lichen

Gray's lovage (licorice roat)

Klamath luping



pAimulos Lewisi
Phlox diffusa

alpinum
Polygonum bisfortoides
Psecudoleskea altrovarens
Ranunculus Gormanii
Senccio Lriangulans
Sitamion Hanseni
Tolekiia occidentals
Trifolium longipes
Viola Macloskeyvi
Viola purpuréa v.venosa

Lewis monkeyflower
spreading phlox
haircap moss
American bistort
light-green moss
Gorman's buttercup
arrowleal groundse]
Hansen's squirrel-tail
western ofieldia
long-stocked clover
small white vialet
mountain violet

NOTES
L Emn:. Harold C. inr.' Wallace W, Atwood Jr,

E in ih 1] I
Washmg,mm Gaurnm:nl Printing Office, 1932, 18,
2. Telephone conversation wath CRLA park historian
Stephen Mark based on Oral History Interview with
former Boy Scout Drew Chick, Seplember 17, 1991,
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