
Branch of Forestry 

0$%*) UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FILE NO. 603- * 00 _ 

FIELD REPORT OF COMMITTEE 

PROPOSED PORT ORFORD CEDAR NATIONAL MONUMENT 

APRIL - 1940 

I M P O R T A N T 

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
National Park Service ancf should not be separated or papers 
•withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 

to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
integrity of the official records. 

ARNO B. CAM MERER, 
e—7110 Director. 

Branch of Forest*)) 



l&aetnring the largest port Orforft Cedar oa the laresw 
tlgationsl trip* This tree* near the South rsrfc of coqullle 
River* 1* la. the SOUSBT Besla Area (#3.2}* I t s diasotar i s 
S3 Inches at the point bolus reasured* 



Groeon fovea n,w# 
April 21, 1?40 

llrwraadua for tbo aaeioual Director, r&eden IVt 

Pursuant to instructions of tbo Director end tho regional Director, 
your Corrnttoe has inspected several of tho aroes of rort Crford Coder 
which received tho highest consldsretion in tho prellrdnnzy report of 
such arses by Associate Forester Jack B, Dedd* Tho following cxacs wore 
visitodi 

Tree fl2 Ssuajr Basin and vicinity| 
Area 0 Euchre Croekf 
Fcotioas of tho Coos Bay lumber Corrpsny tract (Area ,14) 
visible froa tbo laeging zcilrcad end tho highway alone 
tho Ilddlo lurk of ths Coquilla liver J 

Area ^8 Big Creok| 
Area i'lj China Flct'i and portions of tbo Slues Elver rrcinago. 

Also en unauccoaaful cttoxxpt was nado to vis i t Area / l Huntor Crook, 
Jd addition tho Corrdttoo inopoctod tho asveral rort Crford Coder areas 
adjacent to tbo Oioeon Caves ifational iixurjont, acting; on tbo ougges* 
tion of Chief Forester Bolter Itorning of tho Creron and California ib-
veoted lands Adtainistretion of tho Gsncral land Off ice , 

Cn lands of tho Feaect Corvico tho following officials of that 
Service participated in the studyt F, V# Norton, Ascistant legional' 
ForcBtor in Chsrcp of lands and recreation, region VIj Don fotthews, 
Associate Silviculturist, Pacific Eorthwoat Forest Erporlront statical 
Edward P, CUff, Supervisor, Siskiyou rational Forest j and District 
ranger narold R» Dceorrnn, rdohlyou Ibtlcnal Forest, 

On lands of tho 0 d C'Adrdniotrctlon tho Corrdttoo was assisted 
by /esietcnt Forester 71, 0, rdcholaon and District rancors siettery 
and Fruger, 

Duxirujth© inspect ion of tho lands of tho Coos Bay Lumber Can* 
pony tho Ckrxdttoo woo occonpanied by J, ft, Forooter, Jkuuigor for 
Cfiurxxaj Hubs Day, Ttabor Saperlrderderd J end Victor Torroy, Lorrjing 
Super intondent, 

In ths Crecon Caves area ths Ccrrdttoe was assisted alco by 
John ulrioh. Project Suporirdordont, Cirecoa Caves CCC fonpj nod Dick 
Dcwlay, Guidê  Cnocort Coyos national ronuncnt. 

Chief of Forectry, J, D, ftrffnuan, accompanied the Corrjittoo 
in irrrostigntions of the first four areas listed above | then was 
obliged to depart to keep previous engagononts. 





The selection of a natural area of Port Oxford Cedar that 
la suitable for preservation as an example Is by no naana a. simple 
or easy task* The forosts In which this species was the ccntnaut 
tree ere no longer In existence, end today ©von the areas that 
contain a stand of 20 per cent or ooze ere few and small # Further* 
Eore, lunge of the species from sea level to altitudes above 4000 
feet Includes a corresponding range in the associated spocios of 
trees end undergrowth end also a -daa variation In topographic 
and scenic features, accessibility, and suitability for possible 
recreational dercloprent. Considering a l l of those variables, 
together with availability of the cedar areas and the condition of 
the adjoining lands, i t is obvious that the selection of one par* 
tlcular area as distinctly the cost for the purpose, becomes en 
exceedingly difficult undertaking, 

to our opinion, however, the possibilit ies for a national 
Iteauraent frca the areas thus far visited narrows down to too tracts; 
namely! 

(1) An extension to Qrogon Caves rational Ibnument, end 
(2) the Squaw Basin Area end Vicinity £-12, 

Our ju&gaont Is baaed upon consideration of the Port Orford 
Coder stand, oconio value, availability, accessibility, rocreettonal 
possibil i t ies , ease of administration and protection, 

1 , Sxtanalon to Oregon Cevao ISntionsl ronnraont 

If It Is possible to acquire certain necessary sections of land, 
we believe the most practical solution Is an oxtonslon of the boun* 
dories of the Oregon Caves national Monument which would Include rough* 
ly the following! 

to Township 39 South, Eonge 6 Hest,?r, &V 
Vxjct $ Section 26; Sections 27, 28, 29, and 30; the 

north i Section 31} the itorth | Section 32; the lorthscst $ 
and I&nt £ of Section 33} Section J4| and the Seat § Section 
55-

to Township 40 South, range 6 root, W,!̂  
foat 1 of Section 2J Section 3l Kact h Section 4; a l l of 

the East & of Section 9 aot now in the Jfetionsl lonueent; a l l 
of Section 10 not now* in the f-onuacnt; Section 11; the %st & 
of Section 12} the Jorthwcst i. of Section 13} the rorth & of 
Section 14} e l l of the north -£ of Section 13 not now: in the 
lonunsiitj and a l l of the Zfertheuet i of section 16 not now in 
the Ixmutasst-
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fiign. where road ant era 
3t>rest Sonde* "Port 
Orford Cedar Sxperiraantal 
Forest** (1*» St», Forest 
la sens 6000 acres ia area)* 

Oateway cedar f*BC*v an* oner or t ie 
paiiAloga at headquarters area. 
la^rinental Forast. 





Old logging road 
by which cedar logs 
were taken out of 
lands near Big Creek 
(#8) Area, 

Bridge across South fork of Coqullle Elver 
lorest Service Road, within Squaw Basin 
(#12) Area. Foot of trail to Squaw Creek: etc. 



2a lYwearhip }2 South, towns 21 rest t 
3oetl<ma 31 ond 32« 

Xa Township 33 South, Bangs 21 iSestt 
aoctiona 4 , 5 , 8, 7, 16, 17, and portions of 20, 

21, 28, 27 and 30 north of the Coos-Curry County U s e | 
portions of Sections. 6, 7, 16, 17, lying ©est of the 
Port Crford Cedar Experimental Forest* 

la Township J3 Couth, Tango 12 Sestt 
Portion of Sac, 24 lying South end Saot of Sx» 

perineotal forest, end portion of Section 25 lying north 
of too Cc«jo-Curry County lone* 

Frcta accompanying mpa It will he noted this area, together 
with the Forest Service Port Crford Coder lirportrental Forest, wi l l 
font quite an eztensiTo tract wherein Port Crford cedar wil l ba 
protootsd, with the exception of axportaontal forestry loceing work 
by the Forect Service in i t s croa, A portion of the Forest Ssrvioa 
ShcporlRental Forest, consisting of 1,122 ecrss, has been set aside 
as a IhtUTcl Area for complete protoctlon and preservation in i t s 
prirdtl-uj condition* 

The scenic qualities of the area outlined above (3qu*rw Basin 
Area {12) ore better than in any other area that we have aeon* 
recreational possibilities are excellent, and the area Is accessible 
over cravelled County end Forest Service reads which cro travelablo 
in a l l seasons, except in occasional winter snows* A truck trai l 
now under construction (see cap) up the Couth Fork of the Coqullla 
Fdvor froD the present road up that stroan will connect with on 
existing truck t ra i l frost the ecst which ends at the heed Of this 
draiiuirp 42 rales frca the town of Clerdnle on FdstaiEy'177, This 
road t a l l Give s connection rath HichtBye $77 and /101* 

There ere suitable locations for the adrOnistrativo headquarters 
which Tould be nocQsaary for the rsuia{xntent of this area* 
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si idi ife 

!B» Oregon Caves Mdltloo Ilea oatiroly tdthin the eotablishoi 
Gtsaa refuge* and the wild l ira Inhabit ins the additional area prob
ably doers not differ fron that now found in the Ehticn&l Mannaont* 
Fiahing ia said to bo excellent in aaroral streams in this addition* 

The Sanaa; Ihsih Area would bo entirely cuxroundod by Jfationsl 
Torest land on which hunting i s porrdttad in season, The area 
propoood i s too mr.11 to sorvo en en independent gune xofueP* but 
vould act to ooce extent as o sanctuary for wild lire* The nnlrr.la 
in this area ore typical ceast ranga isarwrLa* Fishing i s considered 
Good in the area during the ocrly part of the fiahing Benson* 

Snrinaerin^ 

!k) engineering problem are epperont that cannot ho solved 
with reasonable expenditures* nater supply should be adequate as 
several streams ore included in both areas* 

History 

Wo know of nothing of historical sinxlf icanoo in either area* 

Geology cr\A lining 

The region about Orocon Cavoa i s typical of tha whole range 
of the Siskiyou laountains. It i s composed of rot amorphic rocks* 
both igneous and sodinontcry in origin* which have been intruded 
by granite cirdlar to that of the Sierra Ibvada* Earth rMvamonta 
in the x»untadnH3akins epochs caused widespread" crashing* shearing* 
end faulting of the rocks, and the cracks have boon filled"rath 
lnmacrable snail quartz veins* coma of which contain gold* The 
roathoring end crrxablins of the rocks end veins has supplied the 
gold to the aands and gravels of the otroans, and those have been 
the object a of placer nlnlng end prospecting over wide areas* 
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Tao'Tiotso of the boat cedar 
type forest in the forest 
Serriee "Natural Area"* 
There i s a moil percentage 
of Port Oxford Co&or even la 
this area* 8^*3* Jorestar 
Corfxnaa stands In front of 
the largest tree seen In the 
"natural Area"* (Tree ap* 
proximately 78" disaster.) 



Tm xlmst of Cboo Bay tucker Co* properttsa* 
iaseins io rooifily psoooaolag* Hate took tfca 
loos gtnrdnfna on the epeooa* or© entirely oasto* 
2 a profitable loga bay* boas reooved* . **<« 1? 
024 etyte losing pxastlfift v&les, Is st i l l tbs 
rule ia rirsia Onesoa forests* Losstag ysilsay 
proridoa tiaijjporfetttioa io aUl* txools are often 
oaed to bring loga to sail* Steee plctaroa ehov 
"tu*^lloa» les£og* 



ThiwieJti the years plaoor oparatioaa have boon undDrteban front t ine 
to tine on nearly every creak and r iver in tho region, Siena of the 
old workings m y DO seen in the, irregularly piled en-avols in rauny 
places* as on the lorar reccbes of Cave Crook and close Sucker Creek* 
to t&lcn i t la t r ibutary, Gono of the larger placer deposit a 
are s t i l l w r l s d , but so far as known* noro Mo boon active- f o r m a ? 
years l a the oroa under consideration. 

Prospectors have searched throughout the region also for 
workable vein deposits, but few have boon found that are either 
largo enough or rich enough to support oven mnll-ocalo curing* Kvi«* 
donee of such prospectlag in racest years vnxa seen at three places 
on the slopes north of ureybaek Creek; but no effort had baas. mdar 
to nine the snail* irregular veins* and so far as known none has 
been rdnod in or near the areas of Fort Grf ord Cedar here raconranded* 

In the general area about aauav Facia the lorer course of 
Hock Cheek and tho Oouth Fork of Coquillo River* below the raouth of 
Hock Crook, nark the boundary between the Fort Orforfi Cfodar Sac* 
porirjsntal rarest end the coder areas lying eastward that have boon 
inspected by tho Ccrjsittoo and suggested as a possible Fort Qrford 
Cedar Ifational ronurawrty This line also aarko a geological boundary. 
The "brperirjental Forest to the west l i e s on a ridge of 'mtaaorphie 
rocks that are threaded with a network of l i t t l e veins* In ecology., 
and mlnomltmtlon t h i s area i s eoxparabls t o that about OrsGca. 
Caves* described above. The weatMriag and erosion of the rocks and 
veins has likewise eupplied gold to the crooks that drain tho on 
elopes end t o the ' a>uth Fork of Coquillo rivor into which they flow, 
Flaoor rar ing has been undertaken hero and there along these streams* 
end. Bono grcvol bars era s t i l l worked fron tino to t i r o . 

East of tho ikcperinentcl Sbreot* the cedar forests of Csuasr 
Basin and adjacent areas, which have been rocaanendod as on a l tar* . 
native-bo the Cragon Caves area* are underlain by unaltered eedirssa* 
tary foxmtions. of sandstone and shale* which are not ninorallsod 
end which cover to an unknown depth tho older netcaorphio rocks 
and tasks thei r runeral deposits inaccessible* So far on known* 
tharoforc* no question of nining end prospecting con arlDO in t h i s 
croc* except.in tho sands and gravels along the stream at the 
Western bouadarys 
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Two views of Coos Bay imabar Company 
lands proposed for sale to Park Service* 
Chile there i s port Orf ord Cedar along 
the lower portion of the valleys, none 
grows in these hillside areas which ere 
rapidly being logged* Note track roads 
which deliver logs to the railway* Soma-
of these track roads have no connection 
to outside highways* 



Forestry 

The forest stand t tha Qjttaw Basin /a»a end that found 1ft 
tho proposed extension of the. Orocoa Caves BtitioaaX ttetuaoii* dlf* 
for EOEBriaat la coapooltloa# In tits first aaned. area tao Pork 
Crford Cedar 1ft found lying ia striaeors oloae the crook bottono, 
and In too second axon i t Is found in similar sites out els* 
oo&ttorod on too side hil ls . Ia both areas Dooslea f ir i s the 
mia associated tree species, but ift too Oregon Caves area xsoze 
of a traa Bdxtura is found. Bars oaa can oas aagur Plus* Vostora 
Ibd Codar, Pondorosa Pino, true firs, Eadreae, Ton Bark Oak, and 
Chinquapia grcretas uith too Port Qrford Cadar. .'ken of tbo 
sosaa species ore also found la tho Sguov Basin /crcaj but usually 
rear tho ridgs tops. In both areas are found filial, IfoeScloborry, 
Bhodceftacroa, and collars Oak, under tha troo canopy* Occasional 
Syrtls eroros era found la tho fiauav Bo&la Area. 

Other Aroaai 

Owing to irjpassablo roads and long distances of, trail travel, 
it una found impracticable to visit cartels arena of cedar that 
oay prove to bo desirable* Therefore it Is rococr»naod that before 
au. final report be prepared,"tho Cocnlttoo Rake additional studios 
ohea the rainy oaason i s over. At the present urltlns i t i s con* 
cleared doubtful thothar other prospective areas eon be found 
T&lch have the, advantages of the too cress described above, but tat 
believe that no opportunity should be left without investigation 
and"careful chock before sutaKting a final report for tho Director's 
use* ZB> particular, i t i s suggested that a careful investigation 
be node of the nor& reacts portions of the Coos Bay limber Company 
hcldinGO, The portions that could be seen during the present 
isvastljprtlon proved to be of so particular interest* The lrjpaaseblft 
condition of the road node i t inposnlblo to visit tha area on 
hunter Crook {£!)§. 
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Chiaf of Forestry 
Cofzrsa etards before 
a large *Oregoa Myrtle* 
tree* There is eaes 
•ro/rtle {tc&ellnlarla 
califoralea) l a aearlr 
e l l forest contemning 
Fort Orford Cedar* 

tte paper ia being held behind the Iron pia 
ebloh Barks the E.3* corner of Orogoa Cares 
H*u» Th* largo tree i s Fort orford, just 
outside boundary* 



lao Condtteo recatrxjnds that tho areas Indicated bo 
visited not ear l ie r than raid-July, la order to Insure accessi
b i l i ty and a reasonably safe condition of tho roads, 

fhen a conclusion i s roachod as to tho noct desirable- area 
upon rhich the f inal report i s to bo prepared, tho Ccanittoo 
rocoEnonds that reproeontntivos of the Sbrost Gorvice or of ths 
O d C /daiinlotration, (or both, ao nay bo appropriate) bo in -
vitod to participate in the final study end recomendation of 
boundaries. 

Jaaj£-7i, Do©af Associate- xbrootcr 

^a/'voliicy lovaLs ̂ ^ciouaJL dGordoclst 

..rn.)Ct A, G.ffiaaoa, anairncn 
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yiew southward across Rogue River Valley from, 
ridge which forms proposed south boundary of 
Squaw Basin (#12) Area, There i s said to bo 
no Port Orford Cedar in the area pictured, A 
truok-trail typo road loads from Squaw Basin 
Area down into the Rogue valley, terminating 
at the village of Agness, 


