
Breed ing Data Upon Crater Lake Fish

This data Is for f i sh viscera examined between the 3 and 26 day of
August 1933, 30 fish are Involved.
ROTE: Li t t l e importance can be given the identification of cotchoa mde
by sportsmen on f ish taken from Crater Lake. The large German Brown
Trout are identified by many aa Rainbows in ful l breeding condition <>nd
this contention Is upheld by the f -ct that the large cordovm brown f ish Hat -
ed below as German Browns are in full breeding conditi nf en by the fact that
a 10 inch Rainbow examined had egg» within randy to lay, the out side
color was deep s tee l blue a l l over. Further, mnny of the f isiierjnan cannot
distinguish between the Silversides and the light Rainbows. Light H înbowa
are those which swim constantly over the whit© diatom covered portions
of the lake bottom. vatural protective measures onnse the somewhat highly
colored Rainbows to approach the white color of the bottom and In GO doing
the Rainbows approach the color of Silveraldes. I# so tor 8 3 possible a l l
identif ications were personally wade. Identifications of fishermen had to
be accepted as right in cases where the catch ras not actually seen.
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Breeding p o s s i b i l i t i e s in Crater Lake depend u]x>u three very
important factors* F i r s t do the f i s h spawn, second mre there spavming
beds rmd t h i r d , i s there auf f i c ine heat in the lake tfnter to bring t iny
f i s h through the yolk stage before winter cornea on.

There i s l i t t l e doubt but that f i s h must spawn. The record on
the proceeding page show that perhaps there i s a spawining season, at
l e a s t for German Brown during l a t e August and early September• The
data for the Rainbows shows no constancy, there being apparently f a large
number of f i s h that have recovered from a recent spawning, nnd n certain
few that s t i l l must spawn in l a t e August and e^rly September, There i s too
l i t t l e df;ta on Si lver aides to consider the point*

In so f r * s no records are ava i lab le of the samplings of the lake
bottora, d*\ta i s not ava i lab le on the presence of gravelly bottom for i i e h
spawning beds, but the presence of flair s i z e grains of rock in Caddis
Vrorta cases would suggest that there are shallow gravel beds upon ^hich
trout might spawn*

In so far *s 1200 temp rature u n i t s ere required t o bring a trout
through the yolk s tage , a f t er which i t must Xeod i t s e l f , there i s some
reason to be l i eve that the season in the lake i s too short and too cold
to gen r a t e enough heat in the young f i s h to have I t become sirttured enough
to l i v e through the f i r s t winter*

IT1&5S ABOUT CRATER LAKJB FISH

There i s no truth to the often heard statement that Crater Lnke trout
are starved t o death* The f i s h have plenty to eat in the ln*e and e i t i t .

Crater lnke do not f ight when caught* Thin ie true of most lnke fish*
The s t i l l water causes the f i sh to loose tho ir

All Crater Lake f ish fire parasitized by a snnll h-̂ lf inch v?hite round
wornu These probably do not cause the fieh any inccnvienee.

to the clearness of the water an,; the lack of shelter for the
sportsman Crater lake f ish are bard to secure by the average fisherman.

Rainbow trout ore a nice oval in cross section but the Sermrji Browns
arm compressed very nuch lateral ly, so they look very thi.n and run down
in condition, ?here as a matter of fact the thinneao ia only their natural
shape and i t does not represent an undernouriahed condition*

German Bromis in large numbers were noticed feeling upon the dead
fin^erllngs, which were the normal mortality of the recent planting. A lew
of these were taken from the stoiaacha of German Brc-wns during the next dqf
or tiso« This fiction would suggest the Germn Drowns as scavengers rather
tmn carneverous feeders*
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